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Hendershott and Frederick Nicholas. The editorials trace the history of t he bill, point out that the question is of
national importance, and that it is not the result of any movement on the part of the city itself. The pending
measure is of vastly greater significance than any similar measure aHecting another city. What is done in
Washington may be considered as representing the national policy. The bill proposes legislation radically
diHerent from the present settled policies of the country. It proposes public ownership by vote of Congress in a
district where the residents have no voice to decide whether or not the innovation shall be introduced. It
proposes legislation in the conspicuous capital of the country on a subject that is primarily a function of state
or municipal government. Such a step might be of far reaching eHect. For some years following the exhaustive
report on municipal ownership published by the National Civic Federation in 1907, little was heard in this
country about the municipal ownership of electric railways. The agitation in Washington does not come from
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