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white according to OMBs Race and Ethnic Standards for Federal Statistics and Ad-ministrative Reporting. For
example, the families of first-generation Asian eighth graders were more likely to be from Southeast Asia, the
Philippines, China, and Korea than from Japan or the Pacific Islands, while the families of second-generation
Asian eighth graders were more likely to be from China, the Philippines, or Korea than from Japan ( table 1 ). (
Hispanic immigrants, how-ever, seem to be consistently spread across the Hispanic subgroups, with Mexican-
Americans making up a large proportion of each generation table 2 . ) Although cultural diAerences between
these Asian groups may account for some of the outcomes seen in this report, as shown in a re-cent publication
from the American Council on Education, combining findings on all Asians . . . conceals complexities and
diAerences in the lives of distinct Asian groups ( Carter and Wilson 1997 ). Unfortunately, sample sizes in the
NELS: 88 94 data set for these subgroups are much too small to draw reliable statistical inferences from these
diAerences. Table 1 - Percentage distribution of Asian eighth graders according to generational status and
Table 1 - ethnicity: 1988 Southeast Pacific Other Chinese Filipino Japanese Korean Asian Islander Asian Total 16.
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