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nounced 30 million in grants to create 70 new and expanded health centers. This is a vehicle to extend health
care service for people without health insurance. For fiscal year 2003 our depart-ment proposes to increase its
funding of Community Health Cen-ters to a level of 1. 5 billion, a 114 million increase above the cur-rent years
appropriation and 290 million above the funding level of the last 2 years. This funding will add 1, 200 new and
expanded health center sites over a five-year period and increase the number of patients treated from 11
million to 16 million. In terms of bilingual and bicultural services, Health and Human Services continues to
support principal demonstration grants through the Office of Minority Healths Bilingual Bicultural Service
programs in communities to improve Minority Health Grant Pro-grams. Both of these programs support the
development of strate-gies geared at eliminating health care access barriers, improving the coordination of
integrated community-based screening, out-reach, and other enabling services of the Spanish-speaking individ-
uals. The U. S. -Border Health Commission, created in July of 2000 by joint action of the United States and the
Mexican governments, ex-emplifies our departments commitment to a binational framework. The goals for the
Commission are as follows: to create Healthy Borders 2010 objectives and health indicators pertinent to the re-
gion; to provide international leadership; and to optimize the health and quality of life along the U. S. -Mexico
border. Secretary Thompson, who co-chairs the commission with the Mexican...
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