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States. Excerpt: . . . 3 the product of collaborative decisionmaking is to put a selective in-terpretation on the
recommendations. To compound this problem under the proposed rule, the States Implementation Plan would
be subject to EPA approval. It is ex-tremely unlikely that section 303 ( d ) of the Clean Water Act pro-vides the
EPA with the authority to require each implementation plans. Although this may seem like a minor legal issue,
in fact, it could potentially hold grave consequences for private landowners across the country. If, for example,
the EPA were to reject an implementa-tion plan based on inadequate riparian buffer widths, even if the buffers
were State-approved best management practices, EPA would be free to rewrite the implementation plan under
the loop-hole that the Agency has provided itself with the authority to do so by this proposed rule. | believe that
this authority is outside of the statutory language provided by Congress in the Clean Water Act. One of the most
disturbing provisions of the proposed August rules is the significant change proposed by EPA to the National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System, NPDES. EPA has pro-posed to change the definition of a non-point
source. This change will have the effect of subjecting private land activities, such as traditional agricultural and
forestry activities, to Federal NPDES permits. It is my understanding that this change was never discussed
during the FACA deliberations. In reading the proposed rule it doesnt require an economist to conclude that...
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