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certain that | am incorrigible. Having matured in the surroundings and under the special conditions of sea life, |
have a special piety toward that form of my past; for its impressions were vivid, its appeal direct, its demands
such as could be responded to with the natural elation of youth and strength equal to the call. There was
nothing in them to perplex a young conscience. Having broken away from my origins under a storm of blame
from every quarter which had the merest shadow of right to voice an opinion, removed by great distances
from such natural affections as were still left to me, and even estranged, in a measure, from them by the totally
unintelligible character of the life which had seduced me so mysteriously from my allegiance, | may safely say
that through the blind force of circumstances the sea was to be all my world and the merchant service my only
home for a long succession of years. No wonder, then, that in my two exclusively sea books- The Nigger of the
Narcissus, and The Mirror of the Sea (and in the few short sea stories like Youth and Typhoon )-I have tried with
an almost filial regard to render the vibration of life in the great world of waters, in the hearts of the simple
men who [.].
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