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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Pakistan is a federal republic. There was significant consolidation of the
country s democratic institutions during the year. On May 11, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) party
won a majority of seats in parliamentary elections, and Nawaz Sharif became prime minister for the third time.
The election marked the first time since independence in 1947 that one elected government completed its term
and peacefully transferred power to another. Independent observers and some political parties, however,
raised concerns about election irregularities. On September 8, President Asif Ali Zardari completed his five-year
term and stepped down from office. His successor, President Mamnoon Hussain of the PML-N, took office the
next day. Orderly transitions in both the military and the judiciary, in the positions of army chief of staff and
Supreme Court chief justice, further solidified the democratic transition. The PML-N controlled the executive
office, the National Assembly, and the Provincial Assembly of Punjab, with rival parties or coalitions governing
the country s three other provinces. The military and intelligence services nominally reported to civilian
authorities but at times operated without effective civilian oversight, although the new government took steps
to improve coordination with the military. Police generally reported to civilian authority, although there were
instances in which police forces acted independently. Security forces sometimes committed abuses. The most
serious human rights problems were extrajudicial and targeted killings, sectarian violence, disappearances,
and torture. Other human rights problems included poor prison conditions, arbitrary detention, lengthy
pretrial detention, a weak criminal justice system, lack of judicial independence in the lower courts, and
infringement on citizens privacy rights. Harassment of journalists, censorship, and self-censorship continued.
There were some government restrictions on freedom of assembly...
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